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PS ALM xxvii. 10. 


: When my Father and my Mot ber for ſake me, then 
RL > 9 7 YE ns 


"OR DS full of Conſolation to all 
God's faithful Servants ; who, by 
doing his Will, and living in O- 
FF bedience to his Laws, are enti- 
tled to the Benefit of them, in whatever Ca- 
lamities they may happen to be in this Life. And 
conſidering the Uncertainty and inſufficiency of 
all worldly Comforts, it is happy for them, that 
they have this aſſurance, ſince nothing elſe 
can give them any firm and ſolid hope of Se- 
curity in a Proſperous, or of redreſs and ſupport 
in an Adverſe State. All other Dependences are 
too weak and unſtable to build any Confidence 
upon; and whatever viſible Aſſiſtances we can 
propoſe to our Selves, are ſo deficient and frail, 
that they may, and probably will, fail and ſhrin k 
from us when we ſtand moſt in need of them, 
The natural Affection and Tenderneſs of Parents, 
| how deep and ſtrong ſoever the Impreſſions of it 
are, is not always to be relied upon. A HN man, the 
Lord tells us by his Prophet, may forget her 
ſucſting Child, ſo as not to have compaſſion of the 
Son of her Womb, Tai. XLIX. 15. And Fathers 


and Mothers abandon and forſake their own Of- 


A 2 ſpring, 
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ke ng 


ſpring, as David here intimates, and Hiſtory 
and Experience atteſt, What then can we ſe- 
curely repoſe our ſelves on, and have recourſe to 
for Protection and Support, in caſe of Danger 
and Diſtreſs? The preſent State of Things, 
and our Condition in this World, are ſuch, that 
there ſhould be ſomething of this kind for us 
to lean to, ſomething that may bear us up un- 
der Afflictions and Sufferings, and make us «& | 
le to ſtand in the evil Day. And the Holy 


and Divine Pſalmiſt tells us, for our Comfort, 


that ſuch a Thing there is, and that he him- 
ſelf had experienced it, in a late great Diſtreſs, 
when, it ſeems, all others, fram whom he could 


expect help, ſorſook and caſt him off; When my 5 


Father and my Mather forſake me, the Lord taketh |'- 
me up, F 55 5 
When I caſt my Thoughts upon the Words - 
I have now read, the Application of them to 
the preſent Occaſion, as you will eaſily ima- 
gine, was what I chiefly deſigned: To make 
way for which, it is neceſſary that I ſhould 
firſt diſpatch Two Particulars which the Text 
offers to our Conſideration, 5 es 


Firſt, That in this preſent State of Things, 6 
there is a poſſibility, that all humane Aids, which 
Men commonly trult to, may fall us, 


Secondly, That when all theſe do fail us, God 
is a preſent Help, and a firn Foundation of | 
cur Hope and Confidenſſdſe. | 


Firft 


th... IBM. th. „ 
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_ Firſt; I ſay, in this preſent State of Things, 
there is a poſſibility that all humane Aids, whiclt 
Men commonly truſt to, may utterly fail us. 
For if Fathers and Mothers do actually deſert 
and abdicate their own Children, as is here im- 
plied, there is nothing that we can Wfely de- 
pend upon, nothing but what may deceive 
us, when, with the greateſt Confiderice, we 
rely upon it. Paternal Affection is generally 
the moſt Steady and Unalterable of all other 
Things; and if that be liable to change and 
decay, what Security have we that any thing 
will prove conſtant and always the ſame? We 
can have no ſuch Security, eſpecially when 


wee daily ſee, that all Men are mutable, and 


all the Things of the World uncertain; and 
that when we promiſe molt to our Selves from 
them, they are commonly moft apt to diſap- 
boint us. They are, as Pharaoh King of Egypt is 
compared in Scripture, like a brokey Reed, which 
will fail a Man if he truſts to it, and run in— 
to his Hand, and wound him if he lays any 

ſtreſs upon it. of . 
But to keep to the Inſtance in the Te-, (for 
therein are included all worldly Comforts and 
Supports whatever) the Reaſons why N- 
tural Parents forſake their Children, are not al- 
ways tlie fame. This ſometimes proceeds from 
a want of natural Aﬀection, when the Princi- 
ples of Love and Tendernels, which God had 
implanted in their Hearts, are quite erafed and 
extindt, Such Parents there were in St. Paul's 
Days, and more or leß, in all Ages of the 
ö World 
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World; and ſome of them fo cruel and void | 


of Humanity, as to expoſe their new-born 
Infants to unavoidable and immediate ruine. 
Sometimes it happens, that Parents withdraw 
their Love from their Children, for weak and 
trivial Cauſes ; upon ſome perſonal diſlike, fooliſh 
Fancy, or private Reſentment. Sometimes a Son 
is diſinherited for what he cannot help, a De- 
formity of Body, or aefett of Parts; and another 
abandoned and thrown off upon a groundleſs 
Surmife, falſe Suggeſtion, or frivolous Quarrel. 
Again, it often happens, that a Father, who | 
is obliged to make Proviſion for his Children, 


dy his ill Husbandry, Profuſeneſs, Sloth, Intem- 


perance, or other evil Courſes, waſtes and 
ſquanders away all his Subſtance, and thereby 
impoveriſheth himſelf, and entails upon his Po- 
ſterity Miſery and Want; which, in effect, is 
as much a for/aking of them, tho? without any 
Thought or Intention to wrong them, as if he 
threw them off for their Faults; for if Chil- 
dren are to be undone, it is all one to them, 
whether it be by a Father's Folly and Neg- 
lect, or by his Diſpleaſure. . 

Theſe are Reaſons and Conſiderations, which 
will by no means warrant the for/aking of Chil- 
dren; but there are others that will juſtify ſuch 
Deſertion: When Children firſt renounce their 
Parents, and break looſe from them into open 
Rebellion, and an avowed Contempt of their 
Authority; when they Conſort, and Conſpire 
with wicked and perfidious Men to do them 
the greateſt Miſchief; and when they are guil- 
8 2 ty 
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ty of the Act of ſome flagitious Crime, which 
can never be revoked, nor amends be made 
ſor it; or live in the Habit of great and 
notorious Sins, which reflect Shame and Diſ- 
grace on their Parents and Family; and when 
there are little or no hopes of their ever be- 


* ing reclaimed. 5 


For theſe, and the like good Cauſes; a Pa- 
rent may certainly caſt off and reject his Chil- 
dren with a ſaſe Conſcience, and without any 
reaſonable ground of Complaint on their ſide, 
who have 57 their Impieties cut themſelves off 
from all the Favour and Advantages their 
Relation entitled them to: Whatever they ſuf- 
fer on ſuch Account, it is owing to their own 


|, great Wickedneſs, and not to any Injuſtice, or 


want of Bowels in the Parent. While they 
kept to their Duty, his natural Affection and 


Kindneſs continued, and never failed till they 


were fallen from all Right and Pretenſions to 
it. And therefore this, tho' a very common 
Caſe, is yet not ſo direAly to the purpoſe of 
the Text; for when Children are thus forſalen 


bol their Parents, they have little reaſon to ex- 


pe& that God ſhould rake them up. 
But it is quite otherwiſe, when Parents are 
conſtrained to leave their Children deſtitute 
and helpleſs, for want of Ability to relieve 
them; when neither their Eſtate nor their In- 
duſtry, can furniſſi chem with a fcient Main- 
tenance for themes and their F milys In ſuch 
indigence as this, not happeniug through any 

CS default 


AT 


i | 


default of the Parent, the Providence of God 
is engaged to take Care of the Children. 
And the ſame may be ſaid, when Children are 
ſorſaken, and left, as we call it, to the wide 
World, by the Death of their Parents, which 
puts it wholly out of their Power to provide 
neceſſary Supports for them any longer. For 


—— 


— id 8 ES —— 
The Duty of ApPRENTICES, 


* 
—_— 


when the Breath of Man goeth forth, he (hall turn 


again to his Earth, and then all his Thoughts pe- 
riſb; then all his Deſigns and Projects for his 
Dependents die together with him. Which is 
the Reaſon the Pſalmift gives, why we ſhould 


not place our Conſidence in any Humane help, ; 


tho? it be that of the moſt powerful Prince; 
Pat not your Truſt in Princes, nor in any Child 
f Man, for there is #0 help in them, Pſal. CXLVI. 

2, 3. But as it there follows, Bleſſed is he that 

hath the God of Jacob for his help; and whoſe 
Hope is in the Lord his God. Which leads me 
to the 3 33 

Second Thing which the Text offers to our 
Confideration; That when all other Helps fail 
us, God alone is a firm Foundation of our 
Hope, an All-ſufficient Stay, upon which we may 
ſafely depend; The Lord will take me ap. That 
God is able to Aid and Support us under all 
the Accidents and Adverſities of humane Life, 
I ſhall not go about to prove to you: This is 
implied in the very Notion of a Deity; and 
it 1s impoſſible that we ſhould have any right 
Conception of the Divine Nature, but we muſt 

ſuppoſe him to be infinite in }7ſaom, and Power, 
and to have all Events in his Hands, fo that 

| He 
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He can help us, if He pleaſes. And we have 
as little Cauſe to doubt, that He will help 
us, if we truſt in Him; ſince for the very fame 
Reaſon that we conceive Him to be able, we 
muſt conclude Him to he willing to help us, 
when all other Succours fail. But for our greater 
Security in this Matter, God hath aſſured us by 
his Word, that He will take a more particu- 
lar Care of thoſe who make Him their only 
Hope and Truſt; that He will never leave them, 
nor forſake them, Heb. XIII. 5. And that they 
 nho fear Him {hall lack nothing, Pſal. XXXIV. 
9. We are confirmed in theſe Aſſurances, by 
the many Examples of God's particular Care of 
Young Children, who have not forfeited the Di- 
vine Favour and Protection by any grievous 
Sins. It was a miraculous Providence that pre- 
ſerved Iſhmael, when he was ready to periſh 
with Thirſt in the Wilderneſs; and his Mo- 
ther, not able to ſupply him, in a Pang of Paſ- 
fion, and Deſpair of Life, threw him down un- 
der a Shrub: At which inſtant, God ſent his 
Angel to command her to rake him ap, and to 


open her Eyes to ſee, what ſhe did not obſerve . 


| before, a Well of Water for their preſent Re- 
lief. It was the fame ſingular Providence that 
attended Moses, when expoſed an Infant of three 
Months old, by his Parents, who could no long- 


er conceal him with ſafety of their Lives: By 


the over-ruling Hand of God, he was taken 
out of the Flags by the River- ſide, and nurſed 
up by his own Mother, at the Command and 
Charge of the King's own Daughter. Thus 


by 
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by a happy Concurrence of Circumſtances, he 
was not only ſaved from periſhing in the com- 
mon Calamity ; but by a Princely Education, 
fitted for thoſe high Imployments, which in af- 
| ter-times God intended him for, in the Go- 
vernment of his People. For which Reaſon, 
tho his Deliverance and Advancement are of an 
extraordinary Nature, and ſcarcely to be pa- 
rallel'd in any Age of the World; yet our 
 bwn Obſervation will afford us innumerable In- 
ſtances of God's peculiar Care of Children, in 

| preſerving them, by ſecret and inviſible Means, 
from otherwiſe inevitable ruine: Inſomuch that 
many Learned Men have aſſerted that every 
one from his Birth, hath a particular Angel 
_ aſſigned him, as his proper Protector: And 
thus much may be fairly inferred from Scripture 
that the Angels in general, are not only Mini- 


8 ſtring Spirits for them; but that God himſelf, as 5 


a Father, is fo far concerned to take cate of them, 
that He will not ſuffer them to want any need- 
ful Help in their greateſt Exigencies : That He 
is always ready to interpoſe his Aſſiſtance for 

their Deliverance from any fatal Accident, and 
to take them up in their ſoreſt Diſtreſs, when 
their Earthly Parents, and all their Relations and 
Friends, forſake them, and there is no viſible Help 
nor means of Relief. IT as 
And now having explained, and laid before 
| you, in as narrow a Compaſs as I could, what 
the Text offered to our Conſideration ; I proceed 
to the Application, in a ſerious Addreſs to you, 
who make this Day's Solemnity, and are preſent 
— Wat , 
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and living Inſtances of God's providential Care 
of the Diſtreſſed Part of Mankind. And in- 
deed, ſo eaſie and natural are the Premiſes, and 
ſo ſuitable to your Circumſtances, that they apply 
themſelves as ſoon as mentioned. Tou have, to 
your great Comfort, experienced the Truth of 
Holy David's Obſervation, and can confidently 
ſay with him, Wien our Fathers and Mothers for- 
ſake us, the Lord taketh us up. When your Earth. 
9 Parents, fome through Death or Poverty, could 
not; and others through Thoughtleſsneſs or wilful 
Negligence, would not take care of you, and you 
were leaſt able to take care of your Selves; in 
that forlorn State, your Heavenly Father took 
you into his eſpecial Care, making Proviſion for 
you in ſuch a Way, as beſt ſuited your Needs 


both of Soul and Body. It was He that put 


it into the Hearts of your Beneſactors, whom 


| He hath made his Inſtruments in Supplying your 


Wants, to provide thoſe who might teach you 
to Read, and Work; to inſtruct you in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian * 2 and initiate 
you in the Practice of all thoſe Duties that re- 
late to God, and your Neighbour; to inure you 
betimes to Labour and Induſtry; and aſterwards 
to place you out Apprentices to ſome honeſt 
Trade and Imployment, in order to your getting 
a comfortable Subſiſtence in this World, and ſe- 
curing Eternal Bliſs in the next. 

It was God, I tay, that inclined the Hearts 
of theſe Guardians of Youth, to do all this for 
you; and ray Zuſia*!s, at this Time, is to Ster 
up your jure i, by maj of Remembrance, that 
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you ſhould be careful to improve theſe happy 
Advantages to proper Purpoſes, the Serving of 
God and your Generation, That the Grace which 
Hie hath fo liberally beftowed upon you, may not be 
in vain. And that this Diſcourſe may, in ſome 
Meaſure, anſwer the Ends for which it was 
intended, I ſhall ſpend the remainder of it in 
ſome ſuitable Advice, touching your Duty as 
Chriſtians, to your great Maſter in Heaven; and | 
your Behaviour, as Apprentices, to your ſeveral 
Maſters according to the Fleſh, And this I ſhall en- 
deavour to do with all the Plainneſs I can, | 
that every one that hears me; may underſtand 
what his Duty is in both reſpects, and be ſuffi- 
ciently directed how he is to perform it. And, 
Hirſt, You mult be careful above all Things, to 
_ diſcharge your Duty to God, for this kind Diſpen- 
ſation of his Providence towards you, in taking 
| ſuch care of you, and providing fo well for you 
when forſaken, and deſtitute of all other helps. 
This is the chief End of your Religious Educa- 
tion, of inſtilling into your Minds the Principles 
of Piety and Virtue, that you might ſerve and 
glorifie your Creator, by doing what He Com- 
mands, and avoiding what He Forbids. Be ſure 
theretore always to bear in Mind what was 
taught you in the Charity-Schools, out of your 
Church-Catechiſm, and the Expoſitions of it, 
concerning the moſt neceſſary Points of Faith 
and Practice; and particularly your Duty to- 
wards God. And to preſerve and maintain thoſe 
Impreſſions of God and Religion, which you then 
received, be ſure to read the Holy Bible, eſpe+ 
855 cially 
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cially ſuch Portions of it as are moſt plain and pra- 
cical, and other pious and profitable Books of 
Devotion. Keep conſtant to your private Pray- 
ers, at leaſt Morning and Evening; and to the 
publick Worſhip, as you have opportunity, eſpe- 
i cially on the Lord's-Day, and other ſolemn 
Times; and behave your ſelves there with all 
the Decency and Seriouſneſs you can, conform- 


13 ably to thoſe great Conceptions you have of 


the infinite Majeſty you are before. Take all 
Opportunities you can of Meeting the Lord ar 

his own Table, to partake of his Body and 
Blood, as the Means which He hath appoint- 
ed for the begetting and encreaſing of Grace in 
you. Be careful to obſerve the Doctrine and 


Diſcipline of our excellent Church, as you have 


been taught, and ſuffer not your ſslves to be 
impoſed upon by her Adverſaries on either (ide. 
But above all, endeavour to live up to her Rules 
and Orders, to do what She commands, and ro 
demean your Selves, every one the Station 
wherein God hath placed you, and according 
to the Abilities He hath given you, ſo as to 
bring Honour to Her Conſtitution, and give no 
occaſion to Her Enemies to ſpeak reprozchjully of 
Her. Theſe are the Things wherein you have 
been inſtructed, that make up your Duty to Al- 
mighty God; in the due and faithful Perform— 
ance whereof, you will moſt aſſuredly live com- 
fortably in this World, and be for ever happy in 
the World to come. But, N 

Secondly, Though your Duty to your Heæ ven- 
Maſter be the firſt and great Commandment; 
= | — — 
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the Second is like to it, the Duty you owe 
to your Maſters according to the Fleſh. It is there- 
fore neceſſary, in the next Place, to ſhew you what 
are the ſeveral Acts and Inſtances, in which this 
Duty ought to expreſs it ſelf, and to exhort | 
you to be careful and diligent in the Exerciſe N 
of them. And, V n 
x. The general Duty incumbent upon Ap- 
prentices and Servants, is Obedience to the Com- 
mands of their Maſters. This is evident from 
the Reaſon of the Thing; for the very Nature 
of the Covenant between them, is Obedience on 
the one Hand; and Wages and Maintenance, or 
that Skill and Art which their Maſters profeſs, 
on the other Hand. And the Spirit of God in 
Scripture, doth likewiſe expreſly enjoin you Obe- 
dience; Servants, be obedient to them that are your 
Maſters according to the Fleſh, Eph. VI. 5, and 
not only ſo, but he takes care to acquaint you, 
what ought to be the Meaſure of that Obe- 
dience; you are to be obedient in all Things: Ser- 
Dante, Fs in all Things your Maſters according to 
the Hleſh, Col. III. 22. i. e. in all things where 
you are at liberty either by the Laws of God, 
or the Laws of the Land; for that in Reaſon 
is to be underſtood, as it is in the Commands 
of other Superiors. But you are certainly bound 
to obey in all thoſe things that relate to your 
Imployment, and are expreſly Covenanted be- 
tween your Maſters and you: You have en- 


4 gaged to do fo, and have a valuable Conſideration 
for it, viz. the Trade and Buſineſs you are to 
be taught; and therefore you do not perform 

f | - --.-me 
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the Conditions upon which you were admit- 
ted to Apprentiſhip, unleſs you chey in all things 
that are particularly expreſs'd in your Agree- 
ment; and likewiſe in all others, which by the 

Cuſtom of the Place you live in, you are pre- 
ſumed to have agreed to; tho it ſhould hap- 


——_—— 


pen, that ſome of them are unreaſonable, pro- 


vided they be not eminently ſo, Your Com- 


pliance in ſuch a Caſe, how mean and ſervile 


ſoever the Buſineſs is, about which you are im- 

ployed, is no diſparagement to you; 'tis un- 
juſt and diſhonourable in your Maſters and Mi- 
ſtreſſes to require ſuch Things at your Hands, 
but it will be your Prudence and Praiſe to 
. N nh. 
2. As Seryants and Apprentices are to be obe- 
dient to their Maſters, ſo are they to ſubmit to 
their Cenſures, and ſuffer patiently their Re- 

proofs; not to oppoſe themſelves, nor ſo much 
as to Anſwer again when they are reproved and 

blamed, Tit. II. A a thing highly provoking in 
thoſe, whoſe Profeſſion it is to obey, not to ar- 
gue and diſpute, So ſtrictly hath Religion tied 
up your Obedience, that you are not to dero- 


gate ſo much from the Authority of your ne 


Maſters, even when froward and peeviſh, as to mur- 
mur at their Reproofs and Corrections; but to 
ſuffer patiently when you ſuffer wrongfully : So St. 
Peter teacheth you, x Per. II. 18, 19, 20. Be 
| ſubject to your Maſters with all Fear, not only to 
the Good and Gentle, but to the Froward alſo ; be- 
cauſe, as it follows, That, and that only, is Thani 

worthy with God, if a Man for Conſcience — 
— — Ei God, 


EY 
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God, endure Grief, ſuffering ' wrongfully. For what 
glory 15 it, if — £ 1 boffeted 75 — Faults „ 
| ſhall tale it patiently? But if when ye do well, and 
ſuffer for it, ye take it pattently, this is acceptable. 
with God. _ e 
3. It is required in Servants, that they be found |. 
faithful to their Maſters. Frſt, In their Words, 
ſpeaking the Truth, and uſing plainneſs and ſin- 
cerity in what they ſay. This is a. Property 
abſolutely neceſſary in a Servant, becauſe Ly- 
ing and Faiſhood deſtroys all that Security and 
Confidence that his Maſter ought to have in 
him; for when there is no Fidelity and Truth 
in the Speaker, what Faith and Confidence can 
there be in the Hearer? It muſt occaſion per- 
petual Suſpicions, Doubts, and Jealouſies in him, 
and make him ſcarce believe ſuch a one evea | 
when he ſpeaks the Truth. A falſe and trea- 
cherous Servant is hkewiſe to be look'd upon 
as the common Diſturber of a Family, who, by 
traducing the Innocent, excuſing the Faulty, 
and carrying Stories from one to another, puts 
all the Members in a Flame; for which Rea- 
ſons Holy David was ſo far from countenan- 
cing ſuch Servants, that he would not ſuffer 
them to awell in his Houſe, or tarry in his Sight, 
Pſal. CI. 7. And Almighty God threatens to 


ſhut them out of Heaven, and to give them 
their portion in the Lake which burneth with Fire 

and Brimſtone, Rev. XXI. 8.--- XXII. 15 Be | 
careful therefore, as you will avoid all this, al- | 
ways to keep up to ſtrict Truth in your Words, | 
and be leſs afraid to offend your Maſters or 
— — ics 18 
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Miſtreſſes, by confeſſing a Fault, than to offend 
God, by committing another to conceal it. Se- 
condly, It is required. ia Servants, thatr\they be 
faithful in their Actions; that is; exactly juſt 
and provident in all thoſe things Which are 
entruſted to them to manage and improve. 
St. Paul, where he exhorts Titus to make the 
Inſtruction of Servants one part of his Charge, 
expreſly forbids them to purloin, in the Mar- 
2 Peceig 9 ,] the ſame. Word in the Original, 
by which the Fraud of Anazias and Sopplura is 
ſet forth, in keeping back. part of the Prite of 4 
Poſſeſſion - which | they had fold for the Uſe of 
the Church: So as thereby is prohibited, not 
only direct and arrant Theft; as pilfering Mo- 
„ ney, or conveying away Goods and Wares; 
but likewiſe all other indirect ways of defraud- 
ing their Maſters, and converting that which 
| 1s his, to their own Uſe: For theſe are plain- 
ly contrary to that Faithfulneſs which is required 
in Servants to their Maſters. And tho“ per- 
haps. ſome may be apt to make little Conſci- 
ence of this ſort of Unfaithfulneſs; yet I muft 
tell you, that it is really worſe than common 
heft. For you, having gwen your Faith and Pro- 
| be yon, 5 gen y | 
miſe to be true and juſt to your Maſters, are 
— 4 truſted. and imployed by them; and 
the betraying of that Truſt, adds to your 
Crime, and makes yon falſe and treacherous, 
[as well as unjuſt, It behoves you then, if at 
1 any Time you find your Selves under a Tem- 
pPͤtation of Defrauding your Maſters, to conſi- 
der, that the Thing you are about, is not on- 
ly very wicked in it Jet but far more wick- 


4 


= Py | 
Y ; , — : —ͤ— 3 


The Duty of A#PRENTICEsS, 


| ed in Hor, than in another, becauſe of the T ruſt 
that is ſed in you. 
And t 


not to conſume them by junketting and drink- 
ing, and riotous Living; 


unneceſſary Waſte is as bad in effect, as di- 
rect re Sealing is; is; your Maſters may be damni- 

y the one as the other; and 
51 Sin not 5 leſs in you. It is the 
ſame Breach of Truſt, that Theſt and Fraud 
is; it is 


the Good you can 


Andes you ure to commit no waſte your 
Selves, or ſquander away your Maſters Goods 
unprofitably ; fo you muſt not ſuffer others to 


do ſo. Your Office plainly ſpeaks a Confidence 


 repoſed in you; which you can never account 


for, wlilft by conſent or connivance, you give 
opportunity to others to injure your Maſters, 


tho? you uld receive no Benefit by it your 
Selves. Nor is it enough that you do not n- 


ſume and waſte your Maſters Subſtance,” or 


ſuffer others to do it; but you are bound fur- 
ther, to encreaſe and improve it. The little 
_ , which Laban had, was by Jacob's great Care 
increaſed unto 4 Multitade, Gen. XXX. 3o. And 


the Talents which were committed to the Two 
faithful Servants, were by their Induſtry im- 
proved 1ato as many more; and the other 


Servant 


ſame Conſideration ſhould oblige 
on to be as little waſtful and profuſe of Se ; 
ers Goods and Poſſeſſions, as is poſſible; 


* nor ſuffer them, thro? 
_ Careleſneſs, to be loſt or broken, or fo ſpoil'd, 4 
that they become uſeleſs or unſerviceable. For 


doing ſo much Miſchief to thoſe, to 
whom you have en Your: Selves to do all 


ms FA 


* * 


os 
n 
- 
i 3. l 9 
— 


Servant condemned to Outer Darkneſs, not for waſting 
his one Talent, but for hiding it in a Napkin, and bring- 
ing it to his Lord unimproved. And therefore, 
4thly, It is required in Servants that they be diligent in 
their Maſters Affairs; for Diligence and Induſtry are as 
neceſſary Pants of a Servant's Duty, as Truth and Ho- 
neſty. This is a Matter Servants are not ſo aware of, as 
they ſhould be; they think they have ſufficiently acquit- 
ted themſelves, if they do not directly rob their Maſters 
of their Money or Goods; never conſidering that by 
Negligence and Sloth, they defraud them of what they 
have as good a-Title to, their Time and Labour. For 
_ theſe are their Maſters by Contract, they purchaſed them 
for a valuable Conſideration, a certain Allowance of 
Wages and Maintenance, or, for a Calling; and common 


and other Servants. NP 


es 


'} Juſtice requires that they ſhould have what is their due; 
| that there ſhould be ſome Proportion between what they 


give, and what they receive from their Servants. You are 
not therefore at liberty to diſpoſe of that Time and La- 
bour, as you pleaſe, which in Truth is not yours but your 
_ Maſter's by his Purchaſe, and your Promiſe and Engage- 
ment; and to waſte or detain what is thus agreed for, 
is a Defrauding them of what is their due. The beſt 
Service you can do, is due to your Maſters; and 
all your Time is to be improved to their 1 
except what God calls for, or they allow and indulze 
you. You are to be as diligent in their Work, and diſ- 
patch what you are about with the ſame Care and Expe- 
dition, as if it were your own; and that not only whilſt 
their Hand and Eye are over you, as if you ſtudied rather 
to avoid their Diſpleaſure, than co do them. true and 
faithful Service; but always to do ſo, and be as diligent 
and active in their Abſence, as when they ſtand by, and 
ſee you at your Work. In ſhort, you muſt have an Eye to 
your great Maſter in Heaven, in all the Services you per- 
form to your Maſters here upon Earth; and endeavour to 
approve your ſelves to Him, who ſees you when your Ma- 
ſters do not, and requires you ſhould be in Deed and Truth, 
what you would appear to be n For ſo the Apoſtle _— 

| „ | 01. 
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Col. III. 22, 23. Servants, obey in all things your Maſters ac- 
cording ta the Fleſh; not with Eye-Service, as Men-Pleaſers, 
but in Singleneſs of Heart fearing God, And whatſoever you 
do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto Men: Know- 
ing that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the Reward of the Inhe- 
ritance; for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, © . 
This is to ſerye your Maſters upon religious Principles, 


and out of Conſcience toward God, as obeying Him, who Þ#' 
requires, and will recompence your diligent and faithful 


Service to them as done to Himſelf. And whilſt: you are 
governed by ſuch a Conſcience as this, you will not eaſily 
he tempted to Idleneſs and Eye- Service, as Men- Pleaſers; 
but as the Servants of God, do every thing hegrtily as unto the 
Lord, with that Sincerity and Faithfulneſs, which ſhould 
be uſed to Chriſt himſelf, whether your Maſters be pre- 
%%% ̃ ¼ 
And that you may be more ſenſible of the Reaſonable- 
neſs and Neceſſity of a diligent and careful Diſcharge of 
your Duty, conſider, 1 befeech you, how ill Idleneſs be- 
comes thoſe, who cannot live but by taking Pains. Think 


with your ſelves how you will be able to endure Labour, | 
. When reduced to Straits and Difficulties, if you be not ac- 


_ cuſtomed to it in your Youth. Think who will be the 
_ greateſt Sufferers at length, your Maſters, or your ſelves ; 
they loſe the preſent Fruits of your Induſtry, and you 
the Skill and Underſtanding of an Imployment, and 
moreover get a Habit of Idleneſs. How will you 
anſwer the Delign of your Benefactors in placing you 
out, if you waſte your Time, and take no Pains to learn 
thoſe Arts, and fit your ſelves for thoſe Trades which 
were intended for your better and more Comforta- 


ble Subſiſtence hereafter ? If you are Ignorant and 13 


Slothful, of what Uſe and Advantage will your re- 
ſpective Callings be to you? What Buſineſs can be 
carried. on, or what Succeſs can he expected to any | 
Undertaking, where there is neither Art nor Appli- 
cation? What is the Reaſon that ſo many Servants 
and Apprentices, when they come to manage for 
themſelyes, ſucceed, fo ill in their ſeveral Ways, bur 


Xp either 
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| either becauſe they do not underſtand the Myſtery of 
their Trade, or for want of an Habit of Induſtry, 
do not take due Pains in the Exerciſe of it? *Tis the 
Bleſſing of the Lord indeed that maleth Rich, but ſel- 
dom without the diligent Hand: however, the ſloth- 
ful Servant of all others, hath the leaſt Reaſon to ex- 
pet that Bleſſing. As therefore you . deſire to live 
well, and to thrive and proſper in the World when 
you come to be Maſters, be careful and induſtrious 
whilſt you are Servants, for that Experience teaches, 
4 well as Reaſon, is the moſt likely Method to 
effect it. BE 7 7 


Theſe are the Principal Duties of Servants and Ap- 
prentices: to which the reſt, which I can but juſt men- 
tion, are reducible. Such are Contentment in their 
Condition, Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Sobriety, 
Faithfulneſs in keeping their Maſter's Secrets, promo- 
ting his Intereſt, vindicating his Reputation, and de- 
1 fending his Perſon, as occaſion ſerves, and ſo far as it 
is in their Power. Theſe Virtues, which concern 
Chriſtians in general, when carefully practiſed by Ser- 
vants, will raiſe them above their Fortune, and make 
them both Happy and conſiderable, in deſpite of their 
Birth and Condition. They will gain them Affection 
at home, Credit and Reputation abroad, and recommend 
them to the Favour and Eſteem of all People. Every 
one will be glad to entertain ſuch Servants, as Perſons 
whom God will proſper in all they do, and for whoſe 
\ fake He will bleſs him and all his Houſe. _ 
The moſt effectual Means therefore to promote the In- 
tereſt of Servants, by rendering them acceptable to Man- 
kind, is their good and faithful Service. An extraordi- 
nary Merit cannot long be hid, or neglected; it will diſ- 
cover it ſelf by its own Light, and open its own way to a 
Reward. The Maſters and Miſtreſſes they ſerved, and 
the Neighbourhood they lived in, will be ready, upon 
3 all Occaſions, to aſſiſt and promote them, as far as they 
are able. They will remember their former Diligence 
and Honeſty, and be encouraged thereby to ſpeak wt 
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of them, and recommend them to others, upon account 


of their known Worth, and as believing the Families 


happy that are ſerved by Perſons of ſuch Virtues. 


And may we not hope, that you, whom I am now 


ſpeaking to, will endeavour to be more eminent in theſe 


Virtues, proper to your Station, than Servants uſually 


are, who come not ſo well prepared for them, as you do? 


You, I fay, who, by a happy Providence, have been edu- 
cated in the Fear and Service of God, the better to fit 
and qualifie you for the Service of Men. The true Rea- 


fon why the Children of the poorer ſort, who are horn 


Servants, do not diſcharge their Duty as they ſhould, is 
the Want of thoſe Advantages which you have had. 


They were never acquainted with the Ways of God and 
Religion; their Minds never ſeaſoned with divine things; 
but from their Infancy they were bred up in Ignorance 
and Sloth, and a total Neglect of all thoſe Qualifications 
V hich are required to make a good Servant. No Won- 
deer then, that they ſo often miſcarry; that there are eve- 


ry where ſo many ſlothful and diſhoneſt, ſtubborn and 
treacherous Servants, who create ſo great Trouble, and 
do fo much Miſchief to Families. But the World 


expects, and 15 perſwaded better things of you ; the Advan- N 


tages of your Education ſet yon above the common Le- 


vel of Servants ; and your Obligations are ſuch, as you 


cannot break through, without a greater Guilt than or- 
dinary. If you had been brought up in Ignorance of your 
Duty to God and Man, you had had no Sin, in Compariſon 
of what you will have, ſhonld you fin againſt the clear 


Knowledge of it. And as this will aggravate your Sin, ſo, 
will it proportionably inhance your Puniſhment ; That 


Servant, which knew his Lord's Will, and prepared not him- 


ſelſz neither did according to it, ſhall be beæten with many 


Stripes; Luke XII. 47. Lou are that Servant; and wheat 

could you ſay for your ſelves, why any One of thoſe 
many Stripes which are threatned, ſhould be abated to 
you, if after the great Advantages and Opportunitics 
you have had of knowing your Duty, yon ſhould wilful- 
ly neglect to do it? The Knowledge of your 85 
* i066 I BE: bonbn. | ee 
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would ſilence all Excuſes of that ſort, and no Condem- 
nation could be too heavy for thoſe who offend againſt 

it. We are apt to pity and lament the Unhappineſs of 
thoſe poor 1gnorant Souls, ſuch as the wiſe Man menti- 
ons, Ecclus.XXXVIIL 25,26. Who hold the Plough, and glory 
in the Goad; who drive Oxen, and whoſe Talk is of their Bul- 
locks ; who give their Mind to make Furrows, and are diligent 
to give their Kine Fodder : But theſe, by how much they 
had far leſs Means and Opportunities of Knowledge than 
others, i ſo much their Puniſhment ſhall be lighter : 


They ſhall not wholly eſcape, if they negle& their Duty, 
becauſe they were not wholly ignorant, but they ſhall be 
beaten with fewer Stripes than others; than you, who haye 

been early inſtructed in a wholſome Senſe of what God 
requireth of you, as his Creatures; and a true diſcerning 
14 between Good and Evil, in every Relation, Condition, ank 
Circumſtance of Life. If you, after this ſo clear Know- 
| | ledge of your Duty, ſhould, by the Temptations, or bad 
Examples of wicked Men, be perverted, and ſeduced to 
= 3 it, no Excuſe can be made, no Puniſnment 
will be too great for you; It had been better for you not to 
have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after you have 
| known it, to turn from the holy Commandment delivered un- 
to you. It is not to be expreſſed, how ſevere your Doom 
will be, If you ſin wilfully, after that you have received the 
' Knowledge of the Truth; but this you may be aſſured of, 
that as God took You up, when deſtityte, forſaken, | and 
neglected, and put it into the Hearts of good People to 
{| provide ſo well both for your Souls and Bodies; ſo he 
wil as certainly caſt you down, Caſt both Soul and Body 
= into Hell, into the loweſt Part of that diſmal Dungeon, 
that Lake of Fire and Brimſtone. And Wo to that Servant, 
| whom his Lord, when he comes to reckon with him, 
( ſhall call wicked and ſlorhful : Hear what follows, Take the 
1 Talent from him; —— ard caſt him into outer Darkneſs, 
N | there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, Matth. XXV. 
1 And ſhall I now need to tell you, how much it con- 
| cerns every one of you to live up to that Knowledge you 
have received? Orſhall I need to uſe any other Argu- 
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ment to prevail with yo to Mun thoſe Vices andi mmo- 
ralities, that the Weak and Ignorant, who have not had 
your Advantages, fo often rag into? 1 am ready to think, 
That if the Terrors of the Lord, the Threatnings of extreme 
Vengeance, will not, no other Con{ideration will per- 
_  ſwade, and excite you to a' due Performance, of your 
Duty. However, that nothing may be wanting to that 
good End, to the preſent temporal Advantages of an in- 
duſtrious and faithful Service, already mentioned, let me 
add that glorious Recompence of Reward in the other 
World, which God that cannot lie, hath promiſed to all 
them who behave themſelves well in this Life, that Re- 
ward of Inheritance, as St. Paul calls it, Col. III. 24. an In- 
heritance incorruptible; and "undefiled, reſeruęd in Heaven 
for you. This wil make an ample amends and ſatisfa- 
ction for all your Care and Diligence, and for the ſevcre . 
and rigorous Treatment ſome . may poſſibly meet 
with from your Farthly Maſters, in your. ſeveral Ser- 
_ vices and Apprenticeſhips; When, for the Labour and 


Sufferings of 'a' few Years, vou ſhall be regarded with 


eternal Reſt, and an exceeding Weight of Glo 
I The Seven Texrs Which Facob ſerved for aer | ſeemed. 
unto him but a few Days, for the Love he had to ben; and 
how then ſhould the be and Expectation o in 2 1 
greater Wages, encourage you to a careful and honeſt 
Diſcharge of the Duties of your Station, under the worſt 


of your Condition ? When once your Service is accom- 


pliſhed, you ſhall receive at the Lord's Hands, in another 
World, proportionably to the Virtues you have practiſed, 
and the Hardſhips you have undergone in this. For the 
bleſſed Feſus, who, for the Sake of doing good, took your 
Form and Character — Him, and diſdained nat to lire 
in your low Eſtate, after you have ſer ved the great Ends 
of your being ſent into the World, will, from A State of 
Servitude, tranſlate you to the glorious Liberty of the 
Sons of God, to live and reign, as Joint-Heirs with Him, 
in the Kingdom of his Father, to all Eternity. Mhere- 
fore, my beloved Bret hren, be ye ſtedſaſt, unmoveable, always 
Abounding in the Work of the Lord, feraſmuch As ye know, that 
your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. FINIS. 


